MR. WILLIAM WILLS

ENGLAND is an old nation, the dramatic fervor
has perhaps ebbed out of her. However that
may be, most of the best dramas on the Eng-
lish stage from the times of Congreve and
Sheridan and Goldsmith to our own day have
been the work of Irishmen. The most promi-
nent London dramatist at the present time is
certainly the Irishman, Mr. W. Wills; his
much more renowned countryman, Mr. Dion
Boucicault, can hardly any longer be called a
London dramatist. The revival of Mr. Wills'
Claudian at the Princess, previous to its de-
parture for America, has brought up again the
old gossip as to the disputed authorship of the
famous earthquake incident which concludes
the piece. As a matter of fact the whole merit
of the originality belongs to Mr, Wills, and
dates as far back as the year following the
catastrophe at Ischia, when Mr. Wills, being
in Rome, wrote the piece in communication
with eye witnesses of the kind of incident he
was venturing for the first time to introduce
into a drama. But rumor would have it that
he was a mere poet and incapable of so scenic
a conception. His collaborator was also a man